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Perth Amboy Alliance for Community (PAAC)

 



PAAC’s Virtual Call to Collaboration was a
dynamic gathering of committed, resourceful,

strategic and imaginative people—all in the same
“Zoom room”, strategizing on solution-based,

community-rooted actions for the new
neighborhood master plan.

What Happened?



 

 

Perth Amboy Alliance for Community (PAAC) 

Virtual Call to Collaboration

~ a virtual community gathering for the people who live, work

and serve the PAAC Neighborhood 

(formerly known as the Greater Budapest neighborhood)

 

Produced by the statewide community-building initiative

Creative New Jersey in cooperation with JRF, Bayside Family

Success Center, Perth Amboy Alliance for Community and the

local PAAC Host Team, the C2C is an inclusive neighborhood-

wide meeting that brings together highly diverse groups of PAAC

Neighborhood residents, business owners, youth, nonprofit,

education, philanthropic, social service and faith-based leaders,

government personnel and others---all who care deeply about and

are working to improve and enhance societal conditions in the

PAAC neighborhood.  

Creative New Jersey’s Calls to Collaboration encourage creative-

thinking, deep listening, and strategic action.  In collaboration

with a highly diverse group of nonprofits and community leaders,

Creative New Jersey convenes multi-ethnic, multi-discipline, and

multi-generational people across all socio-economic levels, in

order to build new community networks and surface issues and

equitable solutions that are rooted in community.   



 
 

 

A new 10-year Master Plan is about to be created for the

PAAC Neighborhood (Perth Amboy Alliance for

Community) and our Call to Collaboration was a

community effort focused on ensuring that the plan is

developed in collaboration with the people who live and

work in this neighborhood.  

 

Un nuevo Plan Maestro para los próximos 10 años está

por ser creado para el Barrio PAAC (Perth Amboy

Alianza para la Comunidad) y el LLamado a la

Colaboración de PAAC fue un esfuerzo comunitario

enfocado en asegurar que el plan se desarrolle en

colaboración con las personas que viven y trabajan en

este vecindario.
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Meet the PAAC Call to Collaboration Host Team: 

 

Chair  

Yolanda Swiney – PNC Bank  

 

Members  

Jenny Alvarez – Bayside Family Success Center (JRF) 

Noelia Colón – Business Improvement District 

Douglas Dzema – Perth Amboy Housing Authority | P.A.R.T.N.E.R. 

Sherri Goldberg – JRF 

Steve Jobin – YMCA 

Lisett Lebron – Gateway Neighborhood Collaborative, P.A.R.T.N.E.R. 

Eulices Montiel-Fernandez – George J. Otlowski, Sr. Center for Mental 

Health 

Kenny Ortiz – Human Services | Recreation Dept., City of Perth Amboy 

Rebecca Pauley – YMCA 

Jennifer Pena – PAAC Resident | Perth Amboy Alliance for Community 

(PAAC) 

Betsy Rodriguez – PAAC Resident | Holy Trinity Church 

Melvin Rodriguez – PNC Bank 

Brieem Towns – PAAC Resident | Perth Amboy Public Schools 

Helen Varvi – Wellspring Center for Prevention 

Tashi Vazquez – Economic & Community Development, City of Perth 

Amboy 
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Creative New Jersey’s Team:  

Elizabeth Murphy    

Kacy O’Brien 

Jeanette Mitchell     

Alyssa Calderone 

 

Bi-Lingual Session Managers: 

Lorenza Bernasconi 

Chris Davis 

Tanaquil Marquez 

Carolina Vargas 

Carla Zurita 

 

Spanish Interpretation: 

Ingrid Taveras 

 

Spanish Translation: 

Maria Cristina Gomez 

 

 

 

Please note: the following session reports were transcribed and filed on-site by session 

reporters and are offered here “as filed” (unedited). Each has its own style. Not all 

questions are answered by each group and, where blank, have been removed for clarity 

of reading. 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 26TH | Day 1 Agenda Topics 

 
 

Session A:   How can we better utilize the beautiful 
landscape on Amboy Ave., between Hall Ave. and 440, for 
festivals, showcasing local businesses, and other 
community events?  
 

Session B:  How do we improve traffic and parking in this 
neighborhood? 
 

Session C:  How can we create a recreation and 
community gathering space that allows for a wide variety 
of recreational options, and would expanding the borders 
of the PAAC neighborhood help us do that? 
 

Session D:  How can we solve unsafe / unhealthy 
housing?  
 

Session E:  What do we need in order to access 
healthcare, job training and transportation? 

http://creativenj.org/
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Session A 

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How can we better utilize the 

beautiful landscape on Amboy Ave., between Hall Ave. and 

440, for festivals, showcasing local businesses, and other 

community events?  

¿Cómo podemos utilizar mejor el hermoso paisaje en Amboy 

Ave., entre Hall Ave. y 440, para festivales, exhibiendo 

negocios locales y otros eventos comunitarios? 

 
Moderator / Moderador(a): Thomas Griffin 
 
Participants / Los Participantes: Jennifer Pena, Milagros Fundora, Lourdes 
Hernandez, Carla Zurita, Thomas Griffin 
 

 
 
What would you do for your neighborhood with a million dollars? 
¿Qué harías por tu barrio con un millón de dólares? 
 

● Utilize the space of Amboy Ave, which is a main street in Perth Amboy, and 
joining forces with churches. 

● Uneven distribution of attention toward different parts of the neighborhood and 
emphasizes that the city has a lot of great spaces throughout that could be taken 
advantage of. 

● Some of the places that could benefit from more attention when it comes to 
programming - Francis Street Park, which is an ideal place to host city events 
since it has wide streets, and the entire area down Amboy Ave toward 
Washington Street. 
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What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 
occur? 
¿Cuáles son las nuevas ideas, asociaciones o enfoques que ayudarían a que 
ocurra esta idea? 
 

● One solution may be to bring together local businesses and propose an 
association of some sort to collaborate on festivals or event coordination or to 
find similar solutions to streamline the planning process for new community  
gatherings and programs. 

● Different ways that outreach efforts could be improved like creating virtual 
events, spreading the word for programs by mail or with flyers, connecting with 
the PAAC business consultant to brainstorm strategies. 

● Necessity to reach out to youth leaders, which run everything nowadays, and get 
them involved. 

● An action item to achieve this that was suggested was to gather information to 
identify and list these key community contacts.  

● There’s already a directory for businesses in the area, as well as for educational 
services and city contacts and offered to connect with other participants about 
this. 
 

Are there obstacles that might be in the way?  
¿Hay obstáculos que puedan estar en el camino? 

● The biggest obstacle seems to be the 440 traffic in the referenced area and the 
fact that organizing programs in this area would require fielding that 440 traffic. 

● There are only a few festivals each year but it seems that that is the biggest 
reason they avoid the area. It usually involves coordinating with police which may 
be a hesitation or an additional step that deters community members or the city 
from planning events in the area.  

● There may not be enough advocates for that area of Perth Amboy. When it 
comes to Smith Street everyone is heavily involved but this particular area 
doesn’t get much attention.  

● Person that should be in charge of pushing and advocating for this should be 
whoever is in charge of coordinating city events but there seems to be a 
disconnect because they don’t know who that would even be. 

 
Who are other people that should be invited to help advance this idea?  
¿Quiénes son otras personas a las que se debería invitar para ayudar a promover 
esta idea? 

● Dania, PAAC business consultant.  
● Noelia Colon, City 
● Education services 
● Perth Amboy Art Gallery Center 
● Any arts committees in the area 

 
What additional information is needed? 
¿Qué información adicional se necesita? 

● Accessible contact info for different city contacts for partnerships and strategy discussion 

http://creativenj.org/
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Session B

 

Topic Title / Título del tema: How do we improve traffic and 

parking in this neighborhood? 

¿Cómo mejoramos el tráfico y el estacionamiento en este 

vecindario? 

  
Moderator / Moderador(a):  Bernice Gedeon 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Cecilia Strzezek, Bill Schultz, Nina Vasquez, Araceli 
Rodriguez, Jeanette Perry, Nancy Pacheco, Jason Perez 
 

 
  

Describe why you proposed this topic / Describe por qué propusiste este tema 

● Traffic and parking has become an issue during the last years 

● An increase in the cost of the parking and also in the number of cars. 

  

● PARKING 

○ There has been an Increase of School Buses around the neighborhood, 

which takes lot of space 

○ The privatization of the parking permits in Perth Amboy is a problem 

○ Cars need to be moved very often due to street cleaning policies, to be 

specific the street is currently cleaned twice a week, which causes a lot of 

issues for the residents. The community would like to have a monthly 

clean instead. Let’s imagine that a family goes on vacation, how are we 

going to move the cars? 

○ Some of the problems are linked to the unsafe living, and the number of 

cars that a family owns. Some families own up to 5 cars which is a 
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problem, maybe issuing a parking permit per house so they can control 

who parks in the street, and make sure that the people who actually live in 

that street can get a spot 

○ There are too many restrictions everywhere, too much red prohibition 

signs 

○ The participants identified  that the parking issues started when the 

waterfront was renovated, they needed to remodel the area, which 

brought more people to town 

○ Amboy is a town that has bus-schooled lots of students. Amboy is small, 

so the streets get full of those buses 

○ There are some Illegal auto body parts that park cars overnight on the 

street 

  

● TRAFFIC 

○ Food trucks that park in the corners make the traffic very difficult, to the 

moment that sometimes it is impossible to make a left turn 

○ People going to Staten Island faces a heavy traffic caused by big trucks 

○ A member related her experience of getting stuck on the traffic for hours, 

even the emergency shoulder was busy 

○ The community is concerned about emergencies on the road, how are the 

police going to be able to move around that road when it is packed with 

cars? 

○ Driving trucks around town is very difficult 

○ No one thinks about the issues of traffic until a emergency happens 

   

What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 

occur? 

¿Cuáles son las nuevas ideas, asociaciones o enfoques que ayudarían a que 

ocurra esta idea? 

  

● PARKING 

○ Reach out to the city hall to request a diminish of the street cleaning, 

maybe once a week instead of twice a week, test it out and see if that 

works 

○ See a way to control the unsafe living, there are houses which are getting 

modified to have too many family members living in the same house. This 

causes a parking problem, especially when each of the members own a 

car 

○ Have stickers for one or two cars of the primary family members so they 

can park in the street they live 
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○ If you are a school or commercial bus company, then pay for a parking 

spot 

○ Request Amboy to create a special private parking spot for private and 

commercial buses, Perth Amboy can get revenue with it 

○ The bus drivers should be asked to park their buses in the company’s 

parking lot instead of where they live 

○ Request to the government some Bus parking solutions 

  

● TRAFFIC 

○ Find a way where the Food Trucks can make their business work while 

not blocking the resident’s parking spots 

○ Make Parking Enforcement help us with that issue and make Food Trucks 

move to other locations 

○ A member who works for the town, committed to bring this Parking 

Enforcement solution to his supervisor and see the response 

○ Repair garages on Perth Avenue so we can have more paid parking spots 

○ Get a petition together to go to the city council meeting to voice our 

concerns, meet with different boards to really make us heard 

○ Have signs of other attractions around Perth Amboy to make people go 

other attractions than the waterfront 

○ Take evidence of the cars that are constantly mis-parked and bring them 

to the police.  A member mentioned that she was having problems with 

constant parked cars from a illegal auto body, so she took photos and 

plate numbers and bring them to the police and they were able to find 

them 

○ Some streets could be changed to one way street to improve the traffic 

○ Better to get solutions now, since a lot of private companies are coming to 

town 

○ It’s time for a traffic study so they can analyze and see what’s best for the 

town and their visitors 
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Session C

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How can we create a recreation 

and community gathering space that allows for a wide variety 

of recreational options, and would expanding the borders of 

the PAAC neighborhood help us do that?  

¿Cómo podemos crear un espacio de recreación y reunión 

comunitaria que permita una amplia variedad de opciones 

recreativas? ¿Nos ayudaría la expansión de las fronteras del 

vecindario PAAC a hacerlo? 

 

Moderator / Moderador(a):  Sherri Goldberg 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Elba Arias, Dania Arias, Pastor Esteban Santana III, 
Johanna Cepeda , Nina Vasquez , Eridania Suero, Blanca, Lourdes Hernandez, Cecilia 
Strzezek, Thomas Griffin, Jennifer Pena 
 

 
 

BEGINNING IDEAS  

● Have a doctor come once a week for people to have medic visit 

● Health care visit - we can consider mobile units if we feel limited by the space.  

● Counseling  

● Have kids recreation classes 

  

DOG PARK  

● Very interested in a dog park, PAAC neighborhood doesn't have a place to take 

their dogs for walks.  

● People have to go 2 towns over to take their dog out - personal experience  
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●  have a garden so that more families can integrate , pointed out by business 

owners  

● Personal experience - “I need a dog park, can only take my dog to my  

backyard.” 

● Hace poco hablamos sobre el parque para los perros , no hablo ingles pero esta 

conversación me encanta porque yo quiero mas espacio para esto  

○ Translation from above: “We recently talked about the dog park, I don’t 

speak English but I love this conversation because I want more space for 

this” 

 

Other spaces: 

Where can we find space that we’ve not considered? mobile unit for health visits? 

  

HAVING A RECREATIONAL CENTER   

● What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea 

to occur? 

 ¿Cuáles son las nuevas ideas, asociaciones o enfoques que ayudarían a que 

ocurra esta idea? 

  

WHERE? 

● Summer 2019 Francis park activities were successful and memorable and we 

should have places like churches.  I used to be part of the holy trinity parish and 

they have a spacious basement, could we partner with religious organizations to 

share these spaces? Spaces are limited. 

● The high school and the middle school spaces. Maybe having these buildings 

libraries allow for us to use that space to have other activities there so that teens 

/ kids would associate that space for more than just reading or studying and they 

would want to go there for recreation.  

● There used to be a tunnel where you could get to the high school - people used 

to cut through train tracks around Washington. It was around the community 

garden but it is now closed. Do we know why? Somewhere around the train 

tracks by alpine  

● Little Park Next to High School 

● Also thinking towards the other side of the high school, there is a little park I 

remember I didn't think was big enough. It has swings. It’s smaller than Francis 

park. ⅓ of Francis park – it is very small.  

● Space on Hall Avenue  

● It is still a walk to walk to the high school if we wanted a center type thing is to 

find a church that has the space available and see if they would be willing to 
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open it up 1 or 2 days a week for recreational activities, but somewhere that is 

more central than the HS and Middle school. 

● Spaces that are not being used that can be converted ( my parish is outside of 

the border further south )  

 

For teen or recreational space  

● Trinity  

● Spanish speaking church  

● Johnstone street - Barclay street - there is a huge church there - I think they are 

an ethnic church, orthodox but maybe they are open to conversation.  

  

If you could design it what would it have? 

● Something along the lines of game night  

● Reading, a mini library to read to our kids, help our kids do homework because 

they need more help sometimes after school to work on their language 

● Activities that teens can do  

  

WHAT DO WE WANT? 

● A teen center, we already have one by the waterfront but we need one in this 

area because I know me growing up in PAAC is not big but if I wanted to go to 

the teen center it would be too far , I would have to walk around 40 minutes.  

● We could have one close to the high school and middle school, like the teen 

center at waterfront but closer.  

● It is important if we do this that young people know it is a safe space and they are 

not being brought in to join a certain religion 

● Estoy de acuerdo con el pastor y creo que podemos crear cosas como coro o 

grupo de baile , distintos clubes para que los adolescentes se entretengan y no 

se rebelen. 

○ Translation of above: “I agree with the pastor and I think we can create 

things like choir or dance group, different clubs for teenagers to entertain 

themselves and not to rebel.” 

 

MOVING THE BORDER OF NEIGHBOURHOOD  

 

Pros? Cons? 

What would be the impact if we push the border past the other side of the train tracks? 

It's too far away and not the center for the neighborhood.  

  

I worry about the neighborhood and think the reading thing is a tremendous  

What would you want to see in the neighborhood for other ages? 
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WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO COLLABORATE WITH CHURCHES / BUILDING 

● It is important if we do this that young people know it is a safe space and they are 

not being brought in to join a certain religion 

● we would need to make sure that it is a safe space and we have an 

understanding with the religious organizations that this is not for recruiting  

● Estoy de acuerdo con el pastor y creo que podemos crear cosas como coro o 

grupo de baile , distintos clubes para que los adolescentes se entretengan y no 

se rebelen. 

○ Translation of above: “I agree with the pastor and I think we can create 

things like choir or dance group, different clubs for teenagers to entertain 

themselves and not to rebel.” 

● Someone would spin it and say “ this non-religious people, maybe will come from 

different activities  and then join us” 

  

AMBOY AVENUE FESTIVAL  

● 5-10 yrs ago they had a business festival where the cemetery is but they didn't 

use that space and I didn't understand why they didn’t use it. They crammed it all 

down on hall avenue instead of using that pretty area. 

● Having things like that will benefit businesses cause more people will come and 

now they exist. Promo 

● The reason it was only that block is because businesses were upset especially 

laundromat, business that depend on coming in and out 

● That speaks to my point; they should have it in front of the cemetery so it doesn't 

block other people's businesses and it's a bigger space 

● We tried by the community garden where the practice field is by the high school. 

Practice field at high school seems to be never used? I never see them used? 

We once had a fall festival there with pumpkins and rides. This was successful.  

  

STRUGGLE WITH INVOLVEMENT 

● I would love to see our neighbors take ownership of the activities we do so that 

they are more aligned with what we want as a community. 

● I’ve heard about a neighborhood yard sale. Like a flea market where everyone 

sells their stuff, the whole neighborhood is involved. It was suggested by 

someone in the neighborhood 

● In NYC people do block parties and everybody participates. I definitely think that 

will work in my neighborhood. and people can bring food and sell it.  A 

neighborhood party but in a block.  

● How do you get people to take ownership and want to be a part of this? 
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● Me gustaría ser invitada más directamente, que me den algo directo para 

sentirme invitada porque nunca me entero que está pasando o que es para mi  

● Translation from above: “I would like to be invited more directly, that they give me 

something direct to feel invited because I never find out what is happening or 

what is for me.” 

● A lot of our people are homeowners, when you start going around Washington 

it's a whole different feel because they are renters which is different because the 

priorities for your neighborhood change. You don't feel so attached. 

 
I have a business in PAAC. I'm listening to gather more information about parking. I'm more on 

the business side but I can understand the issues with parking if we do an event.  

 

It seems like everybody is a resident in the Budapest area but it is good to come as a business 

owner. I have a Peruvian business= Latin Grill. Is there a parking lot available to have a health 

fair? 

 

Who are other people that should be invited to help advance this idea?  

¿Quiénes son otras personas a las que se debería invitar para ayudar a promover esta 

idea? 

● Thinking about a tea night at Thomas’ place. Partner with our businesses to do some 

type of ice cream social, karaoke night, work together with the business to make it 

happen. 

● We know there will be a new High School that is currently being built. I’ve heard a lot 

about it but not what the plan is for the current high school. Who can we ask? 

● Something to keep in mind are the buildings associated with that high school near 

Ukrainian church they have an east building, where old St Mary's building is there is also 

a small building that High school used but it's outside the borders.  

 

 

What additional information is needed? / ¿Qué información adicional se necesita? 

  

• I would definitely have a team survey the area for churches and businesses that PAAC 

would be able to open up conversations about possible collaboration for community 

events.  

• I would find out who can give us more information on the old high school and its 

buildings. 

• we should talk to business owners as well as ask about parking lots. 
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Session D

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How can we solve unsafe / 

unhealthy housing? 

¿Cómo podemos solucionar la vivienda insegura / insalubre? 

  
Moderator / Moderador(a):  Steve Jobin 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Helen Varvi, Fanely Caba, Jason Perez, Kaurys 
Polanco, Jenny Alvarez, Melvin Hernandez, Kaelin Conover 
 

 
 

Affordability and Safety Issues: 

 

● This subject matter has long been discussed in this town. 

● We need to talk about the issues, Root causes of some of these problems, what 

those solutions are 

● cost of housing - Most of our families cannot afford the rent in some of these 

places. And what ends up happening is they sublet 

● Safety, and it’s one of the biggest concerns we have.  

● One it’s the lack of housing. And two it’s the cost of housing. Families are 

working two jobs at a time, they can’t afford housing in Perth Amboy.  

● People need this basic need met 

● Need to realistically determine what “affordable housing” is for this community 

● Gentrification is becoming a key factor as to why housing costs are going up 

● Tax rates are high in PAAC 

● Overcrowding is common to save money causes a huge safety issue 

 

Parking Issues 

● Lack of parking 
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● Access to parking 

● Congestion near churches 

● High rate of rental properties  

● Alternate side street parking 

 
What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 
occur? 
¿Cuáles son las nuevas ideas, asociaciones o enfoques que ayudarían a que 
ocurra esta idea? 
 

● I think it’d be great to create a network where landlords could place rental 

properties for Perth Amboy residents to have first access to. Cause there’s 

nothing like that in place. What tends to happen is these families have to drive 

around town, knock on doors, and hope that they get some kind of good 

information.  

● An Awareness Program for families on what their rights are, what people can ask 

you, and what can’t ask you 

● Implement some equitable housing initiation. If the developers could get some 

incentive for creating affordable housing units.  

● Create “resident preference” - a clause in some developments that you can only 

rent if you have proof you have been a resident of PAAC for at least a year 

● Educating our residents on their rights 

 
Are there obstacles that might be in the way?  / ¿Hay obstáculos que puedan 
estar en el camino?  

● Lack of rental properties 
● Landlords that won’t rent to families with children 
● Required credit checks and there are a lot of undocumented families in the PAAC 

neighborhood  
● High rents/lack of affordable housing 
● Although the city is improving, it should worry a little bit more about the housing 

that already exists, and how to make it better. 

 
Who are other people that should be invited to help advance this idea?  

¿Quiénes son otras personas a las que se debería invitar para ayudar a 
promover esta idea? 
 

● City people are not here. Zoning people are not here. Those key people I would 

have expected would be a part of this process. 

● Have conversations with new developers 

● City agencies  

 

Summary 
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● Sublet for survival - a lot of residents renting out basements, attics, unsafe 

locations for renters 

● Overcrowded housing - apartments with 10-20 residents is common in parts of 

Perth Amboy 

● Lack of housing inventory - there’s a lack of affordable housing for 

undocumented residents 

● Resident Preference policy - Perth Amboy could give preference to local 

residents over out-of-town residents 

● Dangerous housing - A lot of older dilapidated homes in Perth Amboy that are 

not up to code, and need enforcement. Officer Perez suggested more complaints 

by residents will bring out zoning officials to enforce dangerous housing. 

● Difficulty finding housing - Most apartments in Perth Amboy are rented out 

immediately through word-of-mouth and friends / family. Housing is very hard to 

find. 

● Family discrimination - Families in particular struggle to find housing in Perth 

Amboy. Landlords discriminate against families and give preference to families 

that have no children. 

● Lack of education on housing rights / tenant rights - Many Perth Amboy residents 

do not know their rights when it comes to eviction and landlords. Many are 

undocumented and mostly do not want to cause a disturbance. Suggestions for 

creating more awareness for residents. 

● Credit checks - credit checks on new housing often discriminates against many 

residents, including immigrants and undocumented, or those with bad credit. 
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Session E

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   What do we need in order to 

access healthcare, job training and transportation? 

¿Qué necesitamos para acceder a la atención médica, la 

capacitación laboral y el transporte? 

  
Moderator / Moderador(a):  Emely De Jesus 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Tasha Hogan Yolanda Swiney, Rebecca Pauley, 
Angleo Abreu, Dr. Natasha James Waldon, Teresa Vivar, Amanda Martin 
 

 
 
Transportation, Job training, Education 

● Transportation Issues 
○ People from Perth Amboy and New Brunswick think that this is two 

different worlds.  
■ More than a transportation issue it is a mental block issue 

○ Clients say they can’t get from Perth Amboy to New Brunswick, even 
when I offer them money for the tickets 

○ Is there a bus from Perth Amboy to New Brunswick? Yes there it is.  
○ Could we have a community bus? There was a local community bus that 

helped local immigrants to go from point a, b, c.  
 

● Education Training 
○ Alternative education institutes: Alternate education because some people 

don’t always want to go to college.  
○ Biggest move on how to get out of Perth Amboy is making it attractive 

enough. When they go to college, they really struggle because they grew 
up in this community. This one girl who had a full ride, left college because 
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she didn’t like the food. This is crazy because this is the mentality of what 
we are dealing with. Not good or bad, but just is.  

○ There are all these choices of food and restaurants on college campuses. 
That is crazy because in my generation we didn’t have all these options.  

○ Summer camp- Taking 15-year-olds to the science center, and that is the 
first time that they have been out of Perth Amboy.  

○ I had no idea that kids had been to MOMA, and I had no idea they never 
even went to NYC and Hudson county is just 15 min away.  

○ A great solution is giving these opportunities earlier. Exposure!  
○ A person said that she took kids to the state house and those kids never 

have been to Trenton. It’s really important for kids to see that there is 
beyond this. 

○ Could there be a program with transportation provided for this? 
○ Recreation dept. before COVID-19, they used to run a lot of trips. they are 

really active.  
 
Perth Amboy is a safe place for people in terms of their language, speaking Spanish 
and that is why people don't leave.  
 

● Exposure, maybe not just having people go out for this, but bringing this 
exposure in.  

● A person is talking about growing up in the Camden education system, 
their High School was really about the exposure. When they were a kid 
they were taken to NYC to see the twin towers. One of their first 
recollections of exposure. High School had a course called Exposure.  

● There are opportunities from an academic standpoint, but also socially 
there are resources that can provide this exposure.  

 
How can we make this more robust? 

● Get the stakeholders involved 
● There are resources, Perth Amboy center. This branches out to our Edison 

Campus. We can really tie in so much within the Middlesex community. So it is a 
unified effort.  

 
One of our biggest barriers in Perth Amboy is exposure and telling people what is out 
there.  

● The positive thing is to target schools around the area and get them while they 
are younger 

● Working with schools is very difficult, so the best way is to talk with this new 
mayor. Starting from the top.  

● A comforting thing, with the new leadership coming in is that it is centered around 
youth development 

● I find value with people coming in to do informal discussions, roundtable, that 
exposure and having experts come in can be a huge help.  

● A person is saying that many times they went to the school system with financial 
literacy, and it was really hard to engage them because there is so much going 
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on at home. We have to keep in mind with what is going on at home, to spark 
them.  
 

How do we increase mental healthcare? 
● That is something we really need to understand.  
● None of us will ever be the same, the person you are in 2021 is so different from 

the prior year.  
● Especially with the young people.  
● The stigma attached with mental health.  

 
General Healthcare Access 

● We have 3 community health centers you can go to in Middlesex, but is that 
enough? 

● How do we access healthcare for people? 
 
My experience with the LatinX culture is that a lot of things are going to be kept 
internally, so I don’t know how to navigate that barrier because the kids need support.  
 

● We need more outreach.  
● We need to find a way to connect the immigrant community with this community. 

We don’t create groups where emerging leaders can talk and have feedback. We 
try our best to talk to community members, but sometimes people don’t feel like 
they can or are educated enough to participate.  

● Housing- Rental assistance, we need to help people fill out these applications.  
● We go to the community and they don’t know how this works. How can we get 

more info? 
○ Could we give the community member flyers?  

■ It would be helpful to put this information in the bodegas, on the 
corners, a place where people know they can go and get this 
information.  

 
Million dollar question- How do we get the information out? Where is the heart of Perth 
Amboy? If people don’t have the technology or internet at home, how do we get this 
information out.  
 

● Instagram, for posting information  
● For people who do not know how to use smart phones, we need to post the info 

in bodegas, laundromats, clinics.  
○ One person says that they sent people google docs, that asks do you 

need food etc.  
○ We had WhatsApp, where we created a group to send out information.  

■ That's how we asked people if they needed food during Covid.  
○ Bodegas- is a central place where people like to go to.  

 
Community Health Workers 

● This was for housing 
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● We based this off of New Brunswick 
● This was great and went really well and it helped people get information.  
● We're going to use a website called NowPow, it will connect all nonprofits and 

make sure community members are connected to the service they need  
● We are having a CHW program training coming up with ECHO RU and School of 

Nursing if you want to have a city team of CHW this maybe an idea, and maybe 
talk to the mayor and find them a place to collaborate and get an incentive for 
their time given 

● We need to make flyers, support translations. Another thing that was difficult 
was, Middlesex county had this admissions grant, and it was hard to have access 
to certain places for training with art and dance. Some people are good with 
virtual meetings, some people don’t like it. We had social workers that were 
helping out a socially distant art therapy. That is way easier for us to talk and we 
are going to reproduce this again.  

 
Job Training 
There are all of these spots for people to work at warehouses, it is great for some 
people, but they don’t know that there is something that they can do beyond that. When 
we talk about job opportunities we don’t talk about beyond this, kids who graduate HS 
immediately go to the warehouse because they need money quick, it is what their 
parents did, they don’t go to college or see any other job opportunities. There are a lot 
of kids that are caught in the pipeline of this, not bad a thing, but it is important that 
people know that there is more beyond this.  
Does the HS have an alternative track?  
 

● They have a partnership with the VOTECH 
● HS are starting to do centers now. Kids are learning more skills about 

communication.  
○ Different academies with different fields 
○ They have the ability to do a lot and they don’t even know that they can.  
○ This community can really set a model on this job training program, if you 

can go there and get a certification then you don’t even have to leave your 
community.  

○ Programs can be tailored, the possibilities and the space is there, it is the 
idea of moving the idea forward.  

○ We need to do an environmental scan to see what are the needs.  
○ Quick training is the key because they need to help out their families in 

need 
○ The harder conversation and to nail down is to see what people are 

interested in.  
 
Transition Skills Program (A person is talking about the program they are involved in)  

● Those who are most predicted to not attend a 4 year college, but we are here to 
give them those skills.  

● This started in March, so it is virtual and it is home living skills. Watching me cook 
and clean.  
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● Handerlife 18-21 year-old program that is helping with job opportunities.  
○ This is like home economics.  
○ First unit is community engagement- hard to tackle  

■ Give back, to volunteer, to use those resources.  
■ Success Bound- Youth Leadership group 

 
Perth Amboy has a very large disability population, it is important to provide everyone 
with resources.  
 

● The one stop closed down in October, this leaves a gap.  
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 28TH | Day 2 Agenda Topics 

 

Sesión A (Sesión bilingüe): ¿Cómo pueden nuestros 
propietarios de pequeñas empresas generar confianza y control 
sobre los sistemas de administración y gestión financiera de su 
empresa? ¿Cuáles son las herramientas que pueden ayudar? 
 

Session A (Bilingual Session):  How can our small business 
owners build confidence in and control over their business's 
administration and financial management systems? What are the 
tools that can help?  
 

Session B:  How do we establish a resident-driven, collaborative 
effort to start recovering from the public health & economic 
damage caused by the pandemic?  
 

Session C: How can we be more effective in sharing information 
and communication in the neighborhood and across the city?  
 

Session D: How can we make living in the PAAC Neighborhood 
more affordable? 

 

 

Session E:  How can we ensure the youth are ready for college / 

trade school? 
 
 

http://creativenj.org/


 CreativeNJ.org                                                                    25 

 

Session A 

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   ¿Cómo pueden nuestros 

propietarios de pequeñas empresas generar confianza y 

control sobre los sistemas de administración y gestión 

financiera de su empresa? ¿Cuáles son las herramientas que 

pueden ayudar? 

How can our small business owners build confidence in and 

control over their business 's administration and financial 

management systems? What are the tools that can help? 

(Bilingual Session) 

  
Moderator / Moderador(a):  Dania Arias 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Bill Schultz, Noelia Colon, Nderim Marke, Andrea 
Cuevas 

 
  
 

● Some state programs provide some financial resources or tax incentives to help 
small businesses 

● If you are a new business their receive some tax exemptions for certain items 
purchased for the run of the place  

● Processes with the government tend to be long, especially now with COVID-19 
restrictions. We pay for the services and we need to wait for their responses 

● Lot of business owners have the initiative to learn and make the best of their 
stores, but don’t know where to start 

● Other countries have better government resources to keep track of the status of 
their business  
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● There are some business in town that are more focused on making money that 
don’t really understand the process of how their business works and how they 
can improve them 

● A participant mention a couple of examples about two business who are lost in 
technology and digitalization and they are currently struggling with applying loans 
and provide a better service to their customers, specially now during COVID that 
everything should be touchless 

● There should be more interest from the business owners to get involved into the 
administration of their business, so they understand the structure of it and make 
it progress  

● There are too many owners that don’t even know how to use a computer 
 
 
What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 
occur? 
¿Cuáles son las nuevas ideas, asociaciones o enfoques que ayudarían a que 
ocurra esta idea? 

 
● The government should provide information both in Spanish and English on 

resources about how to apply to Grants and Loans for small business, the 
information should be available for everyone 

● Have a special office for small business that can be open to guide them for any 
requirements they may have  

● Provide to the small business owners some free courses to help them develop 
certain administration skills  to give them the tools to be more aware about how 
they can run their business 

● Virtual courses and workshops offered to the local business owners so they can 
help them be ready for any adversities they may face  

● Digitialize all documents to keep them safe and have them handy anytime 
● All small business owners should become one and be on the same line, we 

should be sharing tips and experiences of our own 
● The app store has lots of “scan apps” available, which are very useful right now, 

especially to those who are applying to grants and need to keep a record of 
expenses 

● Project management tools work perfectly for small business to understand 
deadlines and the flow of a business  

● Use drives or clouds to keep record of our businesses so we can access it from 
anywhere and it doesn’t get lost if a computer breaks 

● Use google drive to collaborate with other colleagues and get documents done 
● Build a network of business owners that can share the best tips of what is 

working on their stores and what not 
● Any government institution should request by law to digitize all documents from 

the business owner to be able to run it 
● Government should be able to modernize small owners, they should provide the 

resources, tools, guidance to make the businesses work best. This from the 
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economic and administration perspective, at the end the more stable the 
business the better economy the town will have  

● Implement APPs in the business to help them with the sales, specially right now 
on COVID world that we have tons of restrictions 

● Soon there will be a website in Perth Amboy: Perth Amboy Eats that gathers a 
list of restaurants from town so they can get promoted 

● The more control on paperwork business owners have the better will be ready to 
face any situation 

● We should be ready for the coming audits will happen after the COVID times, for 
sure they will be evaluating how the money was used 

● Have a better organization system for ourselves 
● There are too many online resources that don’t even require an APP that are 

useful to keep track of documents in the Cloud  
● Within the same business owners, we could gather to do a cross training and 

cover all the needs we may have 
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Session B 

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How do we establish a resident-

driven, collaborative effort to start recovering from the public 

health & economic damage caused by the pandemic? 

¿Cómo establecemos un esfuerzo de colaboración 

impulsado por los residentes para comenzar a recuperarse 

del daño económico y de salud pública causado por la 

pandemia? 

 

Moderator / Moderador(a): Jorge Cruz 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Gabriela Suriel, Tashi Vazquez, Office Morino, 
Officer Jason Perez, Teresa Vivar, Adrianne Benberry, Jennifer P. 
 

 
 

● Talking about the PAAC neighborhood.  

● Key thing is to focus on the resident driven part of this question 

○ What can we do to engage and entice the residents of the PAAC 

neighborhood, so they can address their concerns. Within a collaborative 

construct, so it is not just single organizations involved.  

○ The other part of this question is the recovery part. We are still in crisis 

mode. “ER” mode. We are starting to move to stage 2 and a longer term of 

recovery.  

● SO what are some of the ideas that we should consider? 

● What are some of the main challenges that the pandemic has particularly 

affected the PAAC community?  

 

● Things we want to consider for the residents.  
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○ Lack of health insurance  
○ Rent, possibility of homelessness, eviction.  
○ Small business recovery 
○ Wifi / internet connection / accessibility   
○ Food and security 
○ Unemployment  

■ This goes into 2 prompts, How it affects your citizens/residents but 
also people who are not residents.  

■ In Patterson, the lack of stability and not having a stable job is a 
huge issue.  

● Some of the things the youth were facing were positive 
mentorship, especially because everything has gone virtual 
now. They don’t have access to talk to a teacher or 
AmeriCORP member. This is a huge component to their 
mental health and security. Given the time that is like they 
have basically been so accustomed to having that social life, 
now that door has closed and it has become more digitized. 
It’s hard to find people to guide them in a positive way. Some 
youths had very conflicted home situations, with their 
families, where they didn’t have a healthy home life. Another 
thing with education so students would feel the pressure to 
provide for their family so they would miss classes or with 
zoom instruction they can have their camera on, but not 
really be present in the class while they worked. There is a 
stress for young people to play the adult in their family, so 
that is why they go and find a job for their family.  

○ REACTION TO THIS: Find out what resources are 
available and ready. Who is doing this, health 
support, thinking about the Latin children. What are 
the small businesses that are around us that need to 
let them know about the youth programs. What type 
of programs are available that can create this info 
place. An organization that is already established. 
Use social media to communicate this message. 
Make flyers for community members who do not have 
wifi. A number that people can call and be a part of 
this effort.  

○ This person met with Mexicans in Perth Amboy to 
help with food and housing, so they tried to create a 
support group where they can send information. 
Maybe this is something that we can do to establish 
groups in the communities.  

■ In the PAAC community we have to keep in mind of the smaller 
communities  

● Youth 
● Immigrant 
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● Senior/Elderly  
● Mental Health (addiction) 

○ Because of the pandemic we are going to see a rise 
of addiction. When you have liquor stores that are 
deemed essential, there will be a rise of stress and 
addiction. The unknown is what causes a lot of stress. 
Off the mental health is the addiction that coincides 
with each other. A person talks about how they lost 2 
friends because of an overdose of heroin. We need to 
add onto the resources, clinicians, recovery coaches, 
so people know that this is accessible in the 
community.  

○ This pandemic has a real serious effect on our mental 
health which can lead to certain behaviors.   

● Spread the information 
○ A lot of people do not know they can get support 
○ Some people don’t have a printer 
○ What is in place now that we are aware of, to address the array of 

concerns? What is in place now that is being led and owned by the 
residents of the PAAC neighborhood and being collaborated with 
organizations?  

● This isn’t resident led, but a collaborative effort, the food pantry that gives food to 
individuals during this pandemic. Catholic charities, Puerto Rican associations. 
We have the medical center, urgent cares proving testing, vaccinations for 
documented and undocumented citizens. Various grants passed through the 
government, multiple municipal buildings,  JRF. Websites were created for food 
pantries, and QR codes. Sanitation stations were created. $10,000 given out to 
small businesses who were hurt during the pandemic. Very important to know 
that the Jewish Renaissance, PAAC community and municipal building 
collaborated to make this happen. Not so many addiction services that are in 
place now.  

● Food pantries depend on a heavy dose of volunteers even though parishes 
organize this.  

● A lot of services for adults, not many for juveniles, there is something for 
teenagers in the county.  

● Pastor Paul Sears runs a house, but for males only.  
● Blue Cares- run through Woodbridge Health Dept. They send a recovery coach 

out to the house or the hospital. We now see more people in contact with 
recovery coaches. Those resources are out there, and it seems to be working.  

● Eviction moratorium in place.  
○ It sounds like a lot of these services are provided by single led 

organizations.  
○ What are some ideas on how we can expand or improve resident 

engagement on these concerns? It sounds like given all the concerns we 
are able to order the priority. The biggest gaps seem to be related to 
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mental health services, youth concerns, educational experience/social 
support needed, job loss/unemployment, housing and food.  

● We have a lot of things in Perth Amboy that people don;t know about. We need 
to connect these groups. What are the challenges? We need to do a community 
survey, trying to find out if they need, housing, food education services. So we 
need to ask the community what they need. Organize small groups to see what 
they need in their community. Some community organizations don’t have access 
to food pantries, so how do we connect this. Connect with the police department 
and how they can collaborate. We do not know until we start asking questions.  

● Community outreach source because they are in the streets. PAAC can create 
community, community members out there who can be a part of this support. We 
can create a core group and find out from both sides. WE can somehow partner 
or match. What are the community centers, churches where we can create these 
meetings? Not much mental health support because people don’t have 
insurance. How can we all gather all the data and see what we lack?  

● One of the good things that I noticed about a crisis, it does bring about change 
and an eagerness to help volunteer. Even a connection with the community to 
help attack these issues. Big sister and big brother program. Volunteers get 
paired with HS students that can have a weekly check in call. This could be one 
idea so that the student feels supported and has someone to confide in.  

● Communication and education with our PAAC resident, how can we bring them 
in? The community center on Olive Street, perhaps community members are 
going there for resources, so we should reach out to this organization. Engaging 
with other community leaders is really important because that is reaching out to 
the community. Education is really putting out the resources, there are many 
ways to market this, but effectively is letting people know that we are concerned 
with what is happening with them.  

● Understanding what brick and mortar might be in place beyond the PAAC 
neighborhood.  

 
Mental Health Services - one of the biggest gaps in resources and support is in mental 

health services in the PAAC neighborhood 

 

Youth services - another big gap is services for the youth of PAAC. One speaker made 

a suggestion to start a ‘Big Brother/Big Sister’ like program where a person could be 

paired with a High School student and check in with them once a week. 

What are residents receiving now - We need to be aware of what residents are currently 

receiving, what is ‘currently working’ with the services that are provided. i.e. how many 

people are attending food pantries each week? Knowing what is working will help to 

figure out what to work on next. 
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Session C 

 
 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How can we be more effective 

in sharing information and communication in the 

neighborhood and across the city? 

¿Cómo podemos ser más efectivos al compartir información 

y comunicación en el vecindario y en toda la ciudad? 

  
Moderator / Moderador(a):  Victor Tavares 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Ms. Valentin, Padma Arvind, Brenda C., Jenny 
Alvarez, Maddy, Nderim Marke, Sandra Ciccone, Bill Schultz 
 

 
 

● Reasons as to why this topic is important: 
○ Connect with as many other community members and groups as possible. 
○ Make sure their specific group and communities are being represented 

and staying in the loop about what is happening in the area. 
○ This conversation is important in order to better collect and communicate 

the resources that are available to everyone. 
○ Would help streamline the planning or programs and events or services. 

 
● Whenever we make outreach efforts take place or we try to send out information, 

the information isn’t always easily digestible or accessible for the community. 
● Social platforms are the wave of the future. We need to keep in mind that elderly 

population often relies on face to face interaction or physical materials like flyers 
and phone calls. We cannot leave the senior citizens left behind while we create 
these plans and systems. For this reason we need to double down and improve 
our marketing efforts. 
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What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 
occur? 
¿Cuáles son las nuevas ideas, asociaciones o enfoques que ayudarían a que 
ocurra esta idea? 
 

● The necessity to streamline the design and language of materials being shared. 
Material should be simple and have multiple visuals in order to be dynamic and 
engaging. Materials shouldn’t be crowded. All materials in Perth Amboy should 
be bilingual. The language on all materials should be comprehensive and easy to 
understand for everyone in the community. These guidelines should be 
streamlined regardless of whether the resource is being shared by faith based 
information or other organizations. This is especially relevant now, with the 
distribution of important health information and language.  

● The importance of systems thinking in communication efforts. The previous 
mayor used social media but perhaps we can think strategically and create some 
form of automated mobile alerts or push notification for information distribution. 
Especially considering that a large number of community members do have 
access to a phone today.  

● Another digital solution by pointing out what other cities are already using. 
Woodbridge uses a Patch, which is web based, where you can find all the 
information you need.  

○ The application that Mercer County has been using  called WIN - What I 
Need App. This app is a great example because it is easy to navigate and 
is organized by group and categories making it very user friendly. This sort 
of system would be great for Middlesex County if it was also translated in 
Spanish. 

● Suggestion -  the creation of a community wide newsletter that can exist both 
digitally and physically in order to access as many people as possible in the 
community with the same content.  

● Does a community resource guide already exist?  If not, perhaps creating one 
would also be great.  

 
Are there obstacles that might be in the way?  / ¿Hay obstáculos que puedan 
estar en el camino? 

● The importance of managing the creation of content and the use of platforms so 
that they are more citizen driven and less politically swayed or motivated  
depending on which administration is in office. 

● The senior population has been feeling anxious due to staying at home. Points 
out that some home care agencies have been using home aids to teach folks 
how to use an iPad or the zoom app in order to connect with others and feel a 
connection and fight isolation. Shared that following suit and also working 
towards teaching digital literacy to the senior population in order to address these 
mental health concerns would also address the issue of access to information, 
particularly digital information.  

● A trial-based program is currently in the works in the city and is connecting 
community youth with seniors. The seniors are being taught how to navigate the 
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Echo systems from Amazon. The program currently consists of about 15-20 
seniors. Youth are working on different activities with them on a weekly basis but 
most importantly are meant to be a resource in helping them navigate this 
platform and the tools it offers like;  helping them easily contact people or 
navigate search engines, etc.  

● The pandemic has further strained communication efforts and has made it 
difficult to connect with others. 

● Is there any local programming? There is! It’s Channel 34 
● A high number of seniors watch that channel and we should consider generating 

a live broadcast that can be done daily that includes mental health programming 
to connect with the senior citizen population but also reviews relevant resources 
and community updates. Points out the value of tapping into existing resources 
and using them to our best ability.  

● Solution - to generate this content for local programming via a school based 
competition for kids/teens that already exists and lasts 10 months. The 
competition is a video competition intended to explore career pathways. This 
program could potentially be tapped into to create this sort of content for public 
information initiatives while also engaging young people creatively.  

● There is a problem with consistency and keeping great programs running 
because of funding limitations or grant dependency.  

 
Who are other people that should be invited to help advance this idea?  
¿Quiénes son otras personas a las que se debería invitar para ayudar a promover 
esta idea? 
 

● Working closer with different home-aid agencies and coming  up with 
programming and activities that are supported by the city to promote their mental 
health and facilitate their access to community information or updates. Incentives 
could be created to recognize those participating, such as certificates of some 
sort.  

● Most organizations and community departments are already being stretched thin. 
Being consistent with new efforts and programs is difficult so it is important to be 
strategic with getting information out.  

● Partnership is key. Reaching out to partners that already have existing contact or 
established relationships with the senior community (or other communities) 
should be taken advantage of and connected with. This is more effective 
timewise for our community.  

● Engaging local bodegas or grocery stores where we know our seniors are 
frequenting would be advantageous.  

 
What additional information is needed? / ¿Qué información adicional se 
necesita? 
 

● Is a planning group in Perth Amboy with residents that people can join? 
○  There is a parent advisory board that meets once a month. It meets every 

first Thursday of the month.  
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● VMA is a group for the PAAC neighborhood which works similarly and also 
welcomes new participants. 
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Session D

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How can we make living in the 

PAAC Neighborhood more affordable? 

¿Cómo podemos hacer que la vida en el vecindario PAAC 

sea más asequible? 

 

Moderator / Moderador(a):  Jennifer Pena 

 

Participants / Los Participantes:  Adrienne 

 
 

Emphasis was put on how nonprofits can communicate with residents more effectively. 

 

● Geographic Boundaries - there was a lot of talk about the specific geographic 

boundaries of the Perth Amboy community and where they lie. 

● Marketing/Communication - a lot of the discussion ended up talking about how to 

reach residents, whether it’s through facebook, billboards, door knockers etc. 

There was no consensus on what was most effective. 

● Lack of community participation - there was a general concern about lack of 

community participation in these programs 

● Meet and Greet - one idea was that residents would have a meet and greet with 

organizations 3-4 times a year to help establish a relationship 

● PAAC residents go outside the area for resources - there was mention of a 

resource center on Olive St. Both speakers believed a lot of PAAC residents 

were going outside the town area for resources when it comes to food, medicaid, 

and financial support 

http://creativenj.org/


 CreativeNJ.org                                                                    37 

 

Session E 

 

Topic Title / Título del tema:   How can we ensure the youth 

are ready for college/trade school? 

¿Cómo podemos asegurarnos de que los jóvenes estén 

preparados para la universidad o la escuela profesional? 

 

Moderator / Moderador(a):  Rebecca Pauley 
  
Participants / Los Participantes: Rebecca Pauley, Angelo Abreu, Helen Varvi, Melvin 
Rodriguez, Ashley C. Castiglo, Eridania Towns 
 

 
 
START THE CONVERSATION IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

● We offer students internships in the summer with stipend and college credits, we 
try to get them to take college classes whilst in high school and we are trying to 
expand our program with ESL but the high school should have this program so 
that all students get exposed to this not just people accepted to College Bound.  

● It should be part of the curricula.  
● The pandemic has definitely changed. How do we get students ? How do we 

communicate with them? 
● I’ve been thinking about exposing them at an earlier age and start talking about 

careers in middle school and show them success stories or new fields. 
● Something in the back of my mind is to start the work younger so that they think 

about career and college at an earlier age, middle school or even earlier. 
 
WORK STUDY IN DIFFERENT WORKFORCES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 
 

● Kids don't have a lot of opportunities to see what is happening outside of Perth 
Amboy, in my experience they don't see success stories or careers outside of 
what a life in Perth Amboy has to offer. I like the idea of showing them successful 
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people from the community because there is a perception that people have to get 
out to be successful or that they have to conform to a path already written for 
them in only 2 career paths. 

● Work Study is always great and offers more programs, we could have people 
from the community that are successful in different types of careers that maybe 
are less  talked about, to have work study programs so students can  join them 
and have that experience. 

● In elementary school they’re teaching the kids to work at the school store and 
they are learning about accounting and organization and so to have that college 
and career conversation even that early.  

● I grew up here and you only heard about doctors or lawyers. I think it's important 
to talk about new careers like web development, social media management, new 
careers that we never talk about in our community. 

● Or even the specifics within those  broader workforces like the amount of law 
degrees and  medical careers. 

 
FINANCIAL ASPECT 
 

● A lot of kids will not consider college or will stress about it because of the 
financial burden. 

● We have a financial aid program EOF we work with like CCOG , college 
opportunity grant, but we never talk about this or these initiatives. We could do a 
better job to advertise these programs that help financially because no one really 
talks about it .  

● We need to help them step by step of applying, because sometimes they don't 
have the help they need and their families  speak different languages, don't 
speak English and so it may seem overwhelming.  

● We try to promote tax and financial workshops but no engagement.  
 
THE HIGH SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT  
 

● I would like to see the creation of a career portfolio that is part of the program for 
junior and senior. Wellness , coping, literature review, it should be mandatory. I 
teach this and students really enjoy inventory information. 

● What the course would do is SHOW how to explore different career paths and 
make the right decision. It helps them to feel “I can do this” and know the steps 
and resources even though the people around them have not gone to college or 
done that experience.  

● I remember I shut down talking about college with my parents because they 
didn't speak the language and didn't understand, And I also didn't know more 
than the basic 5 careers paths existed.  

 
INCLUDE FAMILIES IN THE CONVERSATION  
 

● I have a godson who also immigrated and his parents don't speak the language. 
As part of the portfolio we should bring in the parents and include them in the 
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conversation because often immigrant parents don’t understand and to include 
them benefits the students. 

● Important to bring effective and social skills about this. there was a tie where it 
was not school to be smart but now  that's changing and we need to figure out 
how to continue that and reach out to the youth more. Is it social media?  

● Unfortunately if the kids are in a group that they don't want to go to college then 
they are influenced by that and some families are not encouraging college so we 
need to make sure that the teens as individuals understand a workplace 
atmosphere for themselves and want to take that chance.  

 
What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 
occur? 

 
PARTNERING WITH BUSINESSES 

● For me young people need to know that they have to put in the work. I'm a big 
push to get businesses to open shadow  programs so that students know what 
the options are and they get perspective that it is hard work. 

● Yes I agree with the shadowing , we do it with success bound but we can't offer it 
to every student. I think it would be valuable to have it be a big part of the school 
for all junior and senior. 

● Now with COVID-19 they could even partner with business virtually and expose 
them to being a part of a company/businesses. Because I had to try different 
internships to figure out where I wanted to go. 

● We could also talk with businesses in the community to come together with us 
educators because it is a small community, and really also help with restorative 
justice and find opportunities for second chances on students that have not had a 
successful pass previously or have been in trouble.  

● Because they also deserve access to education and a chance for redemption.  
 

Are there obstacles that might be in the way?  / ¿Hay obstáculos que puedan 
estar en el camino?  
 
ENCOURAGE LONG TERM GOALS 
 

● Students right now are focused about what makes them money now , they see 
$12 and think oh cash , immediate money and survival mode and we need to 
show them that it is important to also realize that there is longevity in the 
workforce and they can go up in education and off of one salary be comfortable 
and be able to help their families financially. 

● Informational interviews; offer opportunities that are included in the assignments 
for high school.  

● Important to think about goals and missions too.  
● Pathway to career is great but there is also the other piece of learning something 

to get to a goal instead of living in survival mode and there is no desire to 
continue to evolve 
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● Conversations about people wanting to take a course or specialization and they 
don’t because they would rather stay with what they know.  

 
What are the fresh ideas, partnerships, or approaches that would help this idea to 
occur?  
 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE AS A SMART OPTION 
 

● Advertise more the success of community college and place community college 
as a good place that will raise up the graduation rate and stop that tabu idea.  

● Because in other neighborhoods if their community college is successful, it raised 
the community. We could research what those communities did to up their 
graduation rate from their community colleges.  

● We want businesses in Perth Amboy to think that they can recruit from the 
community college here and that there is a workforce and they don't have to go 
outside of the community to find candidates to hire. They should hire from 
community college graduates.  

● All opportunities should be presented to every student, not just 4 yr colleges. We 
want to give more information about a 2 year and then transfer, and trade school. 
Even short-term certification.  

● In high school everyone had a really bad stigma about community college. 
Parents would look down on people going there. I have a community college 
education and it has a lot of the same teachers as Rutgers University, smaller 
classes and I have no dept.  

● We need to re-imagine the Community college. 
● I work at the high school, the attitude is slowly changing towards the community 

college. There was a stigma that if we pushed them towards it.  
 
OUTREACH 
 

● Utilizing the internet, maybe even YouTube. The college is right there in the 
community but we are not loud and they don't see success stories and we need 
rebranding and leave the negative stigma of community college. The high school 
is not doing a strong job to push and place the community college as a good 
viable option.  

● There are many programs that they don't know about and neither do we. Work 
with Patma Arvid to let us know what programs are available.  

 
STUDENTS CURRENT MENTALITY - FINANCIAL & COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 

● In the last few years, students are way more conscious about financial issues, 
which never happened. Now the biggest stress is student debt which previously 
they would  think about it as something long term and not worry. So now it's 
shifting because it helps them manage the stress of the cost factor. 

● Because it is a smarter option.  
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What could we do to reach them? 
 

● A lot of students appreciate real talk. They want people to come in and be 
transparent. 

● They need to be educated on the financial aspect of these choices and they need 
to see what dept looks like and how that affects you later so that financial 
assistance is considered. 

● A lot of our students are working because their parents are in industries where 
they didn't have job pensions  or retirement plans so now they have to not only 
pay for their education but also help their family financially. 

 
TEACHING THEM WHAT DEPT LOOKS LIKE/ BANK PARTNERSHIP 
 

● Sometimes I have to explain to students about rent expenses, can you sustain 2 
rents (one of them being debt)? or are you going to have to use your money to 
pay your college debt and live at home and not be able to become independent 
later. 

● It is a great opportunity to partner with the banks in the community to talk about 
expenses and so that the conversations shift from choosing  something because 
you are not smart to choosing because it is a more affordable option. They can 
talk about loans and interest and so more students see it's about being smart in 
financial decisions and not “not smart enough for 4 yr higher education. 
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